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Dear Friends,

The VACTERL Network would like to invite you and your family to the 4th VACTERL Family Conference to be held in Cincinnati, Ohio on June 29 – July 1, 2007.  We are excited to be hosting this conference and we are looking forward to seeing everyone together again.

The purpose of this conference is to reach out to families who have a child with VACTERL/VATERS, individuals with VACTERL/VATERS, and anyone who may have similar related health issues.  This conference will provide medical information from well-known physicians and educational workshops.  It will also give people an opportunity to network with others who have similar issues.  In addition, we have some fun activities planned for the children and teenagers, including siblings, during the day.

We are thrilled to have such an amazing group of specialists at this year's conference. The following individuals are confirmed speakers:

Alberto Pena, MD - Director of the Colorectal Center at Cincinnati Children's Hospital and our keynote speaker. In 1982, Dr. Pena described a new approach for the management of anorectal malformations: Posterior Sagittal Anoplasty / PSARP, also known as the Pull-Through Procedure.  Since 1982, Dr. Pena has traveled all over the world, lecturing and operating on children affected by this malformation.  Seventy percent of Dr. Pena's patient's travel from all over the world for his expertise and we are extremely fortunate to have him available for our families.

Marc Levitt, MD - Associate Director of the Colorectal Center, Cincinnati Children's Hospital.  Dr. Levitt has already been a huge help to many of you, and we are lucky to have him speaking in conjunction with Dr. Pena, covering surgery and bowel management issues.

Lesley Breech, MD - Assistant Professor Pediatrics, Cincinnati Children's Hospital. Dr. Breech has also helped many of our VACTERL families with her expertise in genital abnormalities.  She will be speaking on gynecological anomalies frequently seen in females with VACTERL.

Curtis Sheldon, MD - Director of Urology, Cincinnati Children's Hospital.  Dr. Sheldon comes very highly recommended and will be speaking to families about bladder, kidney and genital tract issues frequently seen in males with VACTERL.

Robert E. Wood MD, PhD - Pediatric Pulmonary Specialist.  Dr. Wood has played a major role in the development of instrumentation and techniques for flexible bronchoscopy in pediatric patients.  He has extensive experience working with children with complex airway problems and has been treating VACTERL children for many years.  He will talk about some of the issues that our children face such as esophageal erosion, tracheomalacia, swallowing issues and aspiration, as well as frequent respiratory infections and pneumonias.

In addition, we will have researchers from the United States doing studies on genetic links to anorectal malformations and TEF as well as the much anticipated researchers from Denmark giving us the most current information from their genetic studies regarding VACTERL Association.

On Sunday morning we will hear from the young adults as they share their VACTERL journey's with us.  This is always a huge hit and we look forward to seeing what they put together for us!
Questions about the conference?  Contact admin@vacterlnetwork.org or call Holly Miller at (419) 471-1007.
Need hotel information?  A limited number of rooms have been blocked on a first come first serve basis at the Radisson Hotel Cincinnati Riverfront.  To make a reservation call 1-800-333-3333 and let them know you are with The VACTERL Network to get the group rate of $98.00 per night.  The rate is good three days before and three days after the conference.  You may also book online at www.radisson.com/covingtonky and use the code TVN.

Need information on what’s happening?  Visit the website www.vacterlnetwork.org
So mark your calendars, send your registration in and plan to join us for a great conference in Ohio!

Josie – Sandy – Holly – Sharon

and the Conference Planning Committee

Conference Program Ad

Dear Friends,

As you are aware, we will be holding the 4th VACTERL Family Conference in the United States.  This event is significant not only for the information that will be gained from highly respected physicians, but also because it marks another time that many families who are affected by VACTERL Association will be able to meet one another.

As part of the conference, we are putting together a program for the families.  The program will have the backgrounds and credentials of the speakers, itinerary, and a page for each family to share photos and information about their child. We also want to offer families, friends and businesses the opportunity to send a message to the special people in their lives, advertise a service or business, or just send best wishes for a memorable weekend.  Some examples might be…

“Matthew, we love you and are so proud of you.  Love, Mom & Dad”

“Best Wishes for a great Conference!!”

This is a wonderful way to advertise a business, express your love, or send your support, while helping to defray conference costs.  All money raised will go directly toward conference expenses that include speakers and workshops, lunch and dinner on Saturday, brunch on Sunday, and plenty of entertainment and activities for children.  With your help, we are able to plan a wonderful weekend with minimal cost to our families.

Please complete the form below and return to me by June 4, 2007.  If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me.


Josie Quijas – Registration Coordinator






483 Melody Drive






Northglenn, CO 80260






Email:  admin@vacterlnetwork.org

Please write your ad as you would like it to appear in the program, or attach your company logo or business card here.

Please check off the desired ad size below.

FULL PAGE-------------------$100.00


½ PAGE-------------------------$50.00


¼ PAGE-------------------------$25.00


BUSINESS CARD------------$12.50



Please make checks payable to:  The VACTERL Network 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT AND GENEROSITY!

Family Stories

Please submit your family story to be included in the conference program.  Please limit your story to 1/3 of a page.  These can be mailed with your registration information to Josie Quijas – Registration Coordinator 483 Melody Drive Northglenn, CO 80260 or Email: admin@vacterlnetwork.org.  To be included in the program all family stories and pictures must received by June 4, 2007.

Example:

The Otava Family

9832 Kline Street

Westminster, CO 80021

otavafamily@aol.com

Hi!  We are the Otava Family – Bob, Kris, Kaylee and Melissa.  We are so happy to have met other families/individuals in our Denver VACTERL/VATER Support Group and the wonderful families through the VATER Connection that share some similar experiences relating to VACTERL.

It is our hope now and in the future that this network of friends will provide our family, especially Melissa, with a group in which we can share similar experiences in a safe and trusting community.

See you in Cincinnati!
VACTERL Family Conference

Registration Form - Due June 4, 2007

(If you are coming as a family, please submit one registration form for the entire family)

Name:














Address:












Phone:














E-mail:














Lodging Information: (Note: It is each person’s responsibility to make his/her own hotel reservations).
______  Yes, my family will be staying at the Radisson Hotel Cincinnati Riverfront.

______  No, my family will have alternative lodging.

Family Information:

Names of Adults
1.


$



$115.00 per person
2.


$




3.


$




4.


$



Names of Children
1.
*

$

 M/F
Age 12 & up - $115.00
2.


$

 M/F

Age 7 to 11 - $50.00
3.


$

 M/F

Age 4 to 6 - $30.00
4.


$

 M/F

Birth to 3 - Free

* Indicates VACTERL child


Registration Total:
$



Known Allergies/Food Allergies or Physical Restrictions:













Please make check payable to The VACTERL Network and send this registration form to:

Registration Total:
$


The VACTERL Network

Program Ad Total:
$


Josie Quijas – Registration Coordinator


$


483 Melody Drive

Grand Total
$


Northglenn, CO 80260

The VACTERL Network





Sharing Similarities ♥ Celebrating Differences








